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FOR THE THIRD YEAR IN A ROW, CHICAGO MATH AND SCIENCE ACADEMY (CMSA)
RECEIVES "EXCELLENT" RATINGS BY CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Chicago-- (October 30, 2014) - Chicago Math & Science Academy (CMSA) has achieved a Level 1+ "Excellent" status in the 2014-2015
School Quality Rating Policy (SQRP) report released by Chicago Public Schools. The report establishes the indicators of school performance and
growth and the benchmarks against which a school's success is evaluated on an annual basis.
This marks CMSA's 3rd year of having an "Excellent" rating (either a Level 1 or Level 1+). The SQRP report is based on school performance metrics
such as PSAE /ACT scores, student growth in math and reading, drop-out rate, and attendance rate. This rating places CMSA amongst the highest
performing public schools, both charter and district, in Chicago. CMSA's School Quality Report by CPS can be found on www.cps.edu.
"Every single day the community entrusts their children to us for a quality educational experience. Chicago Math & Science Academy is a school
designed to not only send students to college but to have them graduate from college", states Ali Kuran, principal. "This Level 1+ Excellent status is a
testament to the hard work our teachers do every day and the commitment and persistence our students have to achieve."
According to the report, CMSA students made significant gains in key areas:
- Reading growth on NWEA MAP* (grades 6-8) = is in the top 15% of schools nationally
- Math growth on NWEA MAP* (grades 6-8) = is in the top 6% of schools nationally
- Growth of EPAS assessment series (grades 11 PLAN to ACT) = is in the top 4% nationally
- College Persistence Rate (class of 2013) = 84.6%
- Attendance Rate = 97.3%
**NWEA = Northwest Evaluation Association & (MAP) = Measures of Academic Progress are nationally recognized norm-referenced assessments
used as one metric in the school quality equation.
Comparison of Student Growth of CMSA with CPS and Nationwide

These are the district-wide medians/averages in each category. These include all schools with data (charters, non-selective district schools, selective
district schools). The averages are unweighted - meaning they do not take into account the size of the school. (National Growth Percentile = Average
growth of the school compared to national average growth for schools with the same average pretest score. The school is assigned a percentile
representing where it would fall on the national distribution. The national average is the 50th percentile.) *This college persistence rate is among charter
schools in Chicago only.
Since 2004, CMSA's mission has been to prepare students for college graduation by creating an effective learning community with high expectations
and a rigorous STEM-focused curriculum. The US News and World Report rated CMSA as one of the top (Bronze Medal) high schools in the
nation in 2014. CMSA students have been consistently accepted to competitive colleges like University of Chicago, Northwestern University, Notre
Dame University, and University of Illinois in Urbana. For more information about CMSA, please visit www.cmsaonline.net.
CMSA is part of a larger network called Concept Schools. Concept manages four schools in Chicago and 26 others throughout the Midwest, serving a
total of 13,000 students. www.conceptschools.org
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